
1

Vowikiathon

193.067 Free and Open Technologies (WS2019)
Mariya Popel, Renée Sophie Singer, Lina Wang, Kristina Weinberger



vo
od

oo

2

01. About VoWi

02. Our Motivation

03. What we did

04. Vision vs Results 

05. Organisation Approach

06. Lessons Learned

07. How to edit VoWi

Presentation
Outline



3

What is
VoWi?

Student-generated content

Courses from student 
perspective

VoWi uses on MediaWiki 

Materials

• scripts, slides, old exams, 

exercise solutions

Licensed under GNU Free 
Document License
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Ensure long-term availability of 
materials
Trying to move  materials from closed groups 
(Facebook, Whasapp,...) into VoWi

Our Motivation

Update course information

Identified courses with outdated information 

Add more content in english

Most of the courses are offered in english, but 
content in VoWi is still in German

Encouraging new contributors

For Bsc curricula there are more people 
contributing.
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Created stubs

For all mandatory 
courses of all master 
curricula

What We Did

Updated
information
references, course data, 
deprecation info, setting 
directs

Created content 

For mandatory 
courses (in MHCC) 
and others we’ve 
done

Content for CS 
Master program
Data Science
Logic and Computation
MHCC
Medical Informatics
Software Engineering & 
Internet Computing
Visual Computing
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What We Did

Created Meta 
information
How to study?
How to add materials?

Translated 
information
for courses which are 
offered only in English

Searched for 
materials
Contacted other 
students for materials

Communication 
work
with VoWi admins, GuT, 
TISS
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How to
Study?

https://wiki.fsinf.at/wiki/Kategorie
:Studienplanung

https://wiki.fsinf.at/wiki/Kategorie:Studienplanung
https://wiki.fsinf.at/wiki/Kategorie:Studienplanung
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Example
Page

https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/TU_Wien:
User_Research_Methods_VU_(Fraue
nberger)

https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/TU_Wien:User_Research_Methods_VU_(Frauenberger)
https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/TU_Wien:User_Research_Methods_VU_(Frauenberger)
https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/TU_Wien:User_Research_Methods_VU_(Frauenberger)
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In
Numbers
(and still growing)

24 
Full pages

Including courses,  meta 
information (How to study), 
translations

77
Stubs

Entering basic course 
information

33
Small Changes

referencing, setting redirects, 
deprecating, updating course 
data, edits of a few sentences

42
Materials added
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Other
Effects

Admins looked into translation

templates and landing page translated. No 
separate VoWi Version

Discussions with admins

Idea of improving UI of VoWi

Inspired How to Study

Students started creating meta information 
for other master curricula 
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Vision &
Results

Vision

Translate VoWi templates

Edit TU building plans

Stubs for mandatory courses

Add additional materials to VoWi

Content for all courses we did in the last 3 years

English Version for VoWi

Provide english Version for curriculum

Results

Translate VoWi templates

Edit TU building plans

Stubs for mandatory courses

Add additional materials to VoWi

Content for all courses we did in the last 3 years

English Version for VoWi

Provide english Version for curriculum
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Organisation Approach

Trello boards
team activities,  stubs and 
content creation

Poking other people
TU, Fsinf, students

Jitsi
For weekly meetings and 
check-ins
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Organisation Approach

Slack
For communication in the 
group

Cryptpads
For meeting notes
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Lessons Learned 

• Slack message limit

• Other curricula are also broken

• Interaction with admin_as

• Organisation

• Stats plugin only works with wikipedia
(https://xtools.wmflabs.org/)

Lessons Learned & Issues 
Encountered

Issues Encountered

• Changing page title in VoWi > New 
mattermost channel

• VoWi syntax and naming conventions

• Get people to edit

• Courses change names way too often

• Can’t switch off GFDL

https://xtools.wmflabs.org/
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How to edit
VoWi

Add stubs

1. Sidebar > “Special pages”
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How to edit
VoWi

Add stubs

1. Sidebar > “Special pages”
2. “Add LVA page”
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How to edit
VoWi

Add stubs

1. Sidebar > “Special pages”
2. “Add LVA page”
3. Fill out course data 
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How to edit
VoWi

Add stubs

1. Sidebar > “Special pages”
2. “Add LVA page”
3. Fill out course data 
4. Creating Databox
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How to edit
VoWi

Add stubs

1. Sidebar > “Special pages”
2. “Add LVA page”
3. Fill out course data 
4. Creating Databox
5. Choose category
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How to edit
VoWi

Add materials

1. Click “Attach” OR go to 
“Attachments” section of 
course page
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How to edit
VoWi

Add materials

1. Click “Attach” OR go to 
“Attachments” section of course 
page

2. Three options:
a. Add subpage
b. Upload file
c. Add link



What you can do now?

GO AND EDIT



THANK YOU!



The Solution
It always does one good. A peep at some distant orb has power 
to raise and purify our thoughts like a strain of sacred music, or a 
noble picture, or a passage from the grander poets. It always 
does one good.

Title One

A peep at some distant orb has power to 
raise and purify our thoughts like a strain 
of sacred music, or a noble picture.

Title One

A peep at some distant orb has power to 
raise and purify our thoughts like a strain 
of sacred music, or a noble picture.
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How to
Add materials?

https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/Diskussion
:TU_Wien/Informatik

https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/Diskussion:TU_Wien/Informatik
https://vowi.fsinf.at/wiki/Diskussion:TU_Wien/Informatik

